
TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
Maccabean Revolt, Messianic Fulfillment—WEEK 3 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil, or pen. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Pray that your family will always say “yes” to God and follow Him in all things. 

 
We left off  with the Jewish people awaiting the Messiah.  The Old Testament is 
finished and the time for fulfillment of God’s promise has come.  We now enter 
the “Messianic Fulfillment” which is the 11th period of the Bible Timeline.  It is 
the color gold  to represent the gifts of the Magi. (Review your Bible Timeline 
Chart)  
 
God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus, the Son of God.  An angel appeared to 
Mary when she was a young girl and told her she was highly favored and she 
would bear the long-awaited Messiah.  She said “yes” to God.  Mary always  
trusted God and was obedient.   
 
The Messiah, Jesus, came as a child born in a manger.  The Magi upon seeing the 
child with Mary prostrated themselves and did him homage. 
 
After Jesus grew up he began his ministry.  He performed many miracles, healed 
the sick, and taught people how to love one another and God.   He chose twelve 
apostles to help him teach others about God.   Jesus always obeyed the will of 
God. 

 
Discussion with your Family: 
Mary always said “yes” to God.  Jesus always obeyed the will of God.   
 
Is it easy to follow God and obey His Commandments?   
What is one way your family could be like Mary and say “yes” to God today? 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Venerable Matt Talbot 
 
Feast Day: June 7 
 
For sixteen years Matt Talbot was a daily drunk. Then one day an unanticipated conversion transformed him 
and he became a model penitent. 

As a child of a poor family in Dublin, Matt had to forgo school for a job. After a year of basic education, in 
1868 he started working as a messenger for a wine seller. Matt’s father was already an alcoholic, so the job 
environment played on a family weakness, and Matt started drinking heavily at the early age of twelve. 

His father beat him, made him change jobs—but nothing could stop Matt’s habit. 
After work he and his buddies went straight to the pub. Matt spent every penny 
on drink and once pawned his boots for a pint. Remarkably, his drinking did not 
prevent his putting in a good day’s work. And he said that when he was intoxi-
cated he occasionally thought about the Blessed Mother and prayed an off-
handed Hail Mary. Matt speculated later that she may have had something to do 
with his conversion. 

One day in 1884 everything suddenly changed. Matt had been out of work     
several days and expected his buddies to take him drinking. When they snubbed 
him, he made a decision that transformed his life irrevocably. Mary Andrews,  
his sister, reported what happened when Matt came home that day: 

My mother said, “You’re home early, Matt, and you’re sober!” He replied, “Yes, 
mother, I am.” After dinner he remained in the house which was not usual, and 
finally he remarked to my mother. “I’m going to take the pledge.” She smiled 
and said, “Go, in God’s name, but don’t take it unless you are going to keep it.” 
He said, “I’ll go, in God’s name.” 

As he was going out mother said, “God give you strength to keep it.” He went to Clonliffe, made his         
confession, and took the pledge for three months. He had been a couple of years away from the sacraments 
then. Next morning—Sunday—he went to Holy Communion. On Monday he went to 5 a.m. Mass in        
Gardiner Street and was at his work as usual at 6 a.m. This he made a regular practice from that time on. 

But after his work, to keep away from his companions, he used to walk to a distant church, either                 
St. Joseph’s, Berkeley Road, or St. Peter’s, Phibsboro, and remain there until bedtime. 

Once or twice—possibly on a Saturday—he went with the men to the public house, but he drank only      
minerals, and he usually spent Saturday afternoons away from where he might meet his old companions, and 
generally in a church. He had a bad time of it at first and sometimes said to my mother, that, when the three 
months were up, he would drink again. 

But Matt extended the three months into forty-one years. His new behavior flabbergasted everyone. Matt  
supported his sobriety with traditional Catholic disciplines such as prayer, frequent communion, weekly   
confession, spiritual reading, fasting, and service. He also seems to have taken guidance from a wise spiritual 
director, but the person’s name is not known. In 1891, Matt found community support by joining the        
Franciscan Third Order. He lived the rest of his life quietly, working and praying and encouraging others to 
quit drinking. Matt Talbot died walking to Mass on Sunday, June 7, 1925. 

 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/venerable-matt-talbot 



GOSPEL READING 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

March 25, 2018 

Read from your Bible—Mark 14:1—15:47 
 
(Due to the length of the reading, please read from your Bible this week.) 
 
 

Family Connection 

Palm Sunday, also called Passion Sunday, marks the beginning of Holy Week. During this 
week, we prepare ourselves for Easter by prayerfully reflecting on the events of Jesus’ passion 
and death. During this week, your family might display a crucifix in a prominent place as      
reminder of the salvation that Christ won for us. This can also serve as the focal point for family 
prayer during Holy Week. 

Because of the length and complexity of the passion narrative, it is difficult for children to     
remain attentive when it is proclaimed in its entirety. Families can make it a tradition to read a 
portion of this Sunday’s Gospel each day of Holy Week, providing ample opportunity for      
children to ask questions and respond to the events described there. In this way, the entire 
week can become a “way of the cross.” 

Each day during Holy Week, the family can gather in a prayerful space with a crucifix as its  
focal point. The passion as found in Mark’s Gospel might be read as follows throughout the 
week: 
Sunday: Mark 11:1-10         Monday: Mark 14:1-11 
Tuesday: Mark 14:12-26       Wednesday: Mark 14:27-52 
Thursday: Mark 14:53-72       Friday: Mark 15:1-41 
Saturday: Mark 15:42-47 
 
After reading from the Gospel each night, the family might reflect on the reading together.  
Conclude your prayer time together by praying the Lord’s Prayer or by singing an appropriate 
hymn such as “Jesus, Jesus,” “Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?” or “What 
Wondrous Love is This.”  
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-
passion-cycle-b 

The Last Supper 

Jesus’ Crucifixion 

Jesus Praying  
in the Garden 



GOSPEL READING 
Easter Sunday—The Resurrection of the Lord 

April 1, 2018 

John 20:1-9 
 
On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it 
was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, "They have taken the Lord from the 
tomb, and we don't know where they put him" So Peter and the other disciple went out and 
came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the 
tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter 
arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth that had 
covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then the other  
disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For 
they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.   

 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/040118.cfm 

Family Connection 

In the Easter Gospel we hear about how the disciples found the tomb empty three days 
after Jesus' death. We are also told that they do not yet understand the Scriptures or that 
Jesus had been raised from the dead. That understanding gradually unfolded for the     
disciples as they began to experience the risen Lord. Similarly, our understanding of      
Jesus' Resurrection unfolds for us throughout our lives. In the weeks ahead, we will hear 
how the first disciples moved from confusion, doubt, and skepticism to faith. Their          
experience can teach us how we too might receive this gift of faith from God. 

Gather your family members and ask them to share what they know about the events that 
happened in the days after Jesus' crucifixion. Invite your family to imagine that they are 
among Jesus' first disciples. Read together today's Gospel, John 20:1-9. Reflect together 
on the Gospel with questions such as these: If you had been among the first disciples who 
heard that the stone had been removed from Jesus' tomb and that Jesus' body was no 
longer there, what would you think? What did Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, and the    
disciple whom Jesus loved think had happened? Recall that this experience is the first   
indication Jesus' disciples have that he is risen. Throughout the Easter season, we will 
learn more about how the disciples came to believe that Jesus had been raised from the 
dead. 

Pray together using today's psalm, Psalm 118: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad.” 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/easter-sunday-connection 



GOSPEL READING 
Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy) 

April 8, 2018 

John 20:19-31 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with you." When he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." And when he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive 
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained." 
 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe." 
 
Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the 
doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put 
your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be            
unbelieving, but believe." Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, 
"Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have 
believed." 
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But 
these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through 
this belief you may have life in his name.  
 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/040818.cfm 

Family Connection 

Within normal family life, there are many opportunities for conflict. Jesus did not   
promise us the absence of conflict in our lives. Instead, he gave us the gifts of peace, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation so that we could reduce conflict. The measure of   
Christian family life is not the absence of conflict, but the manner in which conflict is 
resolved. Filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we ask Jesus to help us to bring peace 
and forgiveness to situations of conflict in our families. 

As your family gathers, take this opportunity to examine how your family resolves   
conflict. Recall a recent argument or disagreement and discuss how the conflict was 
resolved. Consider whether the conflict was resolved peacefully, in the spirit of Jesus. 
If not, discuss alternatives that might be tried in the future. Read together today’s   
Gospel, John 20:19-31. Recall that we have each received Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit 
and that the Holy Spirit helps us to be people who forgive others and seek peace. Pray 
together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit or the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-easter-cycle-
b-sunday-connection 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis.htm

